
 

 

Ways Tables 
 

 
First, to understand the Ways Tables, some information about transportation contexts is 

needed. On this website are bar graphs showing aviation’s effectiveness in the five, basic 

contexts found around the world. However, a sixth context was identified – the multi-mode 

context, where more than one surface transport mode is normally used. On the bar graphs, 

only information from the five, basic contexts is shown, as doing so facilitates utilization of 

the findings. However, for assembling the Ways Tables, data from the multi-mode context 

was also used, because the additional data helped validate the Ways. That is, they helped 

confirm a particular Way is indeed a means by which transportation carries out a sub-

function. 

 

The Ways are divided into three classifications:   

 Predominant Ways. These are found at the top of the table, in the darker blue. 

If a Way was mentioned by respondents in 5 or 6 of the transportation contexts, 

it was classified as “predominant” (main, primary, most-widespread).  

 Common Ways. These are found in the middle of the table, in the medium blue. 

If a Way was mentioned in 3 or 4 transportation contexts, it was classified as 

“common.”   

 Less-Common Ways. These are found at the bottom of the table, in the lightest 

blue. If a Way was mentioned in 1 or 2 contexts, it was classified as “less-

common.”  

 

 

 



  

Within each classification, the Ways are ordered by the number of times they were 

mentioned by respondents, with those mentioned more often placed higher in the list. 

However, herein is a limitation of the research. Because the methodology did not call for 

identifying Ways, not every respondent was asked “how?” or “why?” for every question.  

As a result, the tallies were only indicators. Therefore, the actual order of the Ways was 

not fully determined. None-the-less, the tables provide an approximate order of the Ways, 

which is helpful in understanding how aviation carries out its sub-functions.  

 

If a table contains “None indicated,” it means no Ways were identified in that level of 

predominance. 

 

There are also Ways Tables for surface transport, which are located in the Surface 

Transport Section. The aviation tables are blue and the surface tables are tan, but 

otherwise follow the same format.  

 

 

 


