
 
 
Transportation Contexts 
 
 
The AER was designed to evaluate aviation’s effectiveness in the five basic transportation 

contexts. By doing so, the findings can be applied to decisions regarding aviation use in 

areas of the world with transportation contexts similar to those studied. This enables AER 

users to estimate (or project) aviation’s effectiveness in prospective, geographic ministry 

areas. 

 

Transportation context. A geographic area defined by the predominant mode of surface 

                                         transport used in that area.   

 

The five basic transportation contexts: 

 

Road context  

- A geographic area where the predominant surface transport mode is 

roads. 

- “Roads” can consist of cleared, graded, or paved surfaces, or “double-

tracks,” that are not cleared, graded, or paved. 

- For the purpose of this research, “roads” are surfaces on which           

four-wheeled vehicles could be driven.   

River context   

- A geographic area where the predominant surface transport mode is 

rivers.  

- It is understood the river context includes travel by land between rivers. In 

river contexts, people can either travel downriver to the confluence of 

(where it meets) a second river, and then up the second river to their 

destination, or they could go by land between the two rivers.   

Ocean context   

- A geographic area where the predominant surface transport mode is the 

open-ocean. That is, where the open-ocean has to be traversed (traveled 

across) to reach a destination.   

- For the purposes of this research, the open-ocean is where wind, waves, 

and currents are not affected by land, regardless of the distance from 

shore.  

Trail context 

- A geographic area where the predominant surface transport mode is trails.  

- A trail is a single-track that can be traversed on foot, by a two- or three-

wheeled vehicle, or by animal. 

 



  

 

No-Mode context 

- A geographic area where there is no surface transport mode available (i.e. 

no road, navigable river, ocean, or trail to use). 

- Unless a well-equipped, well-supported expedition is possible, it’s “fly or 

don’t go.” These are areas in which people generally do not travel by 

surface from central places to work locations. 

 

Not every area in the world has only one, basic transportation context. Therefore, the 

multi-mode context was added to the list. On this website, data from the multi-mode 

context is was used to construct the Ways Tables, identify Correlations, and assemble the 

List of Reasons to Use Surface Transport.    

 

Multi-Mode context 

- A geographic area where multiple surface transport modes are used to 

reach work locations. 

- For example, a person might take a bus to a certain point on its route, 

then walk on a trail to reach their work location. 

 

It is recognized that all transportation contexts are not the same. For example, the road 

context of Niger is different than that of the Central African Republic. Mountain trails are 

different than flatland trails. Small rivers are different than big rivers. No-mode travel in 

New Guinea is different than no-mode travel in Alaska. However, sufficient similarities exist 

to apply the findings in a general manner. The research has given us a reference point to 

start from in estimating (projecting) aviation’s effectiveness in similar transportation 

contexts.  

 
 


