
 
 
Functional Model 
of Missionary Aviation 
 
 

The Functional Model of Missionary Aviation is based on the writings of MAF-US pioneer 

Jim Truxton, and was further developed by the AER researcher during his dissertation 

work. The functions and sub-functions served as the framework for the AER.  

 

Missionary aviation has seven functions. This diagram shows how they relate to one 

another. If aviation either saves time or preserves someone’s health, energy, safety, or 

security (HESS), then access is improved. If access is improved, then cargo acquisition    

is improved, work is facilitated, emergency transport provided, and psychosocial benefit 

received.   

 

 

(A .png file of this graphic can be downloaded from the About Page > Logos and Graphics.) 

 
 



  

 
Within the seven functions, there are thirty sub-functions. 
 

 Saving time   

- Saving travel time 

- Saving time arranging transport 

- Saving time resting and recovering 

 Preservation of health, energy, safety, and security (HESS)  

- Preservation of physical health 

- Preservation of psychological health 

- Preservation of physical energy 

- Preservation of mental energy 

- Preservation of safety for people 

- Preservation of safety for cargo 

- Cargo security 

- Security for personal items 

- Security against kidnapping 

 Access 

- Frequency of access 

- Access for visitors 

- Effect on work if no air access 

 Cargo acquisition 

- Amount of cargo acquirable 

- Timeliness of cargo acquisition 

 Facilitation of work 

- Getting people together 

- Flexible and timely travel 

- The effect of multiplying 

- People being in the work 

- Coordinating/administrating/managing  

- Work efficiency 

 Emergency transport 

- Emergency transport 

 Psychosocial benefit 

- Benefit to work relationships 

- Benefit to families 

- Benefit to psychological wellbeing  

- Benefit to attitudes about hard places 

- Benefit to organizational image  

- Benefit to user’s image 

 

Definitions of each of these terms can be found in the linked document entitled “Function 
and Sub-Function Definitions” and in the Definitions section on the About page. 


