
  

 

 
Terms and Definitions – Who Benefits More?  
 
 
Here are explanations of some terms used in the “Who Benefits More?” section that might 

not be readily understood. 

Outsiders  

The survey question asked whether nationals or expatriates benefited more from aviation. 

In analyzing the responses, it became evident the factor determining aviation’s benefit was 

not someone’s residence category, but rather, whether or not they were considered to be 

cultural outsiders.  

 

Cultural outsiders are people who travel in a cultural area other than their own. That is, in a 

geographic area where the people, language, behaviors, and perhaps religion, are 

different than those of the traveler. It was reported that being perceived as an outsider 

could lead to discrimination, as well as to safety and security problems.  

 

In order of most-frequent mention, outsiders were reported to benefit more from aviation 

than insiders because:           

 Of security considerations  

 They were unaccustomed to surface travel  

 Of linguistic inability (they could not speak the local language) 

 They stood out (they physically looked different)  

 They drew undue attention 

 They were foreigners and had money to pay for flights  

 They were guests and the hosts wanted to treat them well  

Large Geographic Circumstances 

People who face large geographic circumstances have to: 

 Work in multiple locations 

 Work in a large geographic area (such as an entire country) 

 Travel long distances  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

High Travel Requirements 

Someone with high travel requirements has to: 

 Make many trips in a year 

 Visit many different locations  

 Travel throughout a large geographic area 

 Travel in a timely manner (i.e. depart and arrive on schedule) 

 Make one trip shortly after another 

 Make trips with short stays at destinations 

Remote Locations 

The AER was a geography-based transportation study. As such, respondents used a 

variety of terms associated with the broad topic of “location.” To bring clarity and 

correctness, for the purposes of this research, the following geographic definitions are 

used: 
 

 Location. A position on the Earth. Location can be either absolute or relative.  

- Absolute location is the position of an entity in a reference system (such 

as an address system) or on a graticule (a grid, such as latitude/ 

longitude). For example, the international airport at Pt. Moresby, PNG, is 

located at 9° 26’ south latitude; 147° 13’ east longitude.  

- Relative location is the position of an entity relative to another entity. For 

example, the city of Pt. Moresby is located on Coral Sea.  

 

 Place. The distinguishing human or physical characteristics of a location.    

- For example, the language people speak, the type of vegetation, or the 

climate, in a location.  

 

 Accessibility. The ability to reach one location from another. 

 

 Inaccessible location. A location that cannot be physically accessed. From a 

transportation standpoint, a location is inaccessible because accessing it would 

require more resources (e.g. time, health, energy, safety, security, or money) 

than one is willing, or able, to expend. 

 

 Remote location. A location that is relatively distant, or far away from, a primary 

population or organizational center.  

 

 Isolated location. A location that is not spatially connected to a population 

center or an organizational center; one that is geographically separate, alone, by 

itself. That is, a location that does not share a boundary with, nor is next to, a 

population or organizational center.  

 



 

 Isolated people. People who are not connected to a population center or an 

organizational center; people who are separate, alone, by themselves.  

- Geographically-isolated people. People whose location is not spatially 

connected to a population center or an organizational center. That is, their 

location does not share a boundary with, nor is next to, a population or 

organizational center.  

- Socially-isolated people. People who have no interaction with other 

people. 

 If geographically-isolated people have communication or transport 

connections with a population center or with an organizational 

center, they are not a socially isolated.  


