
 

 
Exploratory Questions 
 
 

Does aviation help your organization accomplish its goal? 
 

Does aviation impact the kingdom of God? 
 
 
These questions could also be thought of as asking if there are connections between 

aviation and these two objectives, and if there are, what those connections might be.     

 

Over the years, the researcher often heard these questions in conversations, but did not 

have the answers. Using the opportunity provided by the AER, these two subjects were 

explored using open-ended questions during field interviews.    

 

Respondents were not asked to specify the goals of their organizations. However, given 

the organizations many respondents were members of, Bible translation and church 

planting were common goals. Also, “impacting the kingdom of God” was explained to 

respondents as including such activities as: people coming to know Jesus, people being 

discipled, minds being transformed, the Church being built, or God’s work being done. 

 

Respondents were asked the questions, and then answered: yes, no, depends, maybe,   

or I don’t know. The vast majority of them said yes. Those who said yes were then asked 

how, or in what Ways, aviation did so. 

 

After processing and analyzing the data, it was found all of the Ways aviation helps 

organizations accomplish their goals fit within aviation’s functions and sub-functions. In 

other words, the connection between aviation and accomplishment of organizational goals 

is straightforward – it does so through its standard functions and sub-functions.      

 

Regarding aviation impacting the kingdom of God, the finding was almost identical. All of 

the Ways aviation impacts the kingdom fit within aviation’s functions and sub-functions, 

with one exception. The exception is that aviation use conveys the importance of the work. 

This is a distinct Way aviation impacts the kingdom. Other than that, the connection 

between aviation and impacting the kingdom is also straightforward – it does so through its 

standard functions and sub-functions.   

 

In summary, people reported aviation helps organizations accomplish their goals and 

impacts the kingdom, and does so by simply providing transportation. But transportation 

itself does not do the actual work of accomplishing organizational goals or impacting the 

kingdom – the people who use it do. It is helpful to distinguish between these two aspects 

of the overall missionary aviation endeavor.  



  

 

Given aviation achieves the objectives of both questions through its functions and sub-

functions, many of the Ways it does so are the same for both questions.   

 

This section of the website contains all of the material, and only the material, pertaining to 

(associated with) the Exploratory Questions.  


